Agenda
Call To Order
Joel Enriquez, Moderator

Determination of Quorum
Bylaws §4.4 Quorum for Annual and Special Meetings · A quorum is required to convene an Annual or Spe
Membership as of February 24, 2022: 20
Quorum Required: 4

Opening Prayer
Pastor Matthew

Approval of the Agenda
Vote: Approval the Agenda
Requires a motion, and a second.
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Approval of Minutes for 2021 Annual Meeting
Annual Meeting Minutes - Sacred Place United Church - February 28, 2021.pdf
PDF Document

Vote: Approval the 2021 Annual Meeting Minutes
Requires a motion, and a second.

Pastor’s Report

Leadership Nominations
Moderator: Joel Enriquez
Treasurer: Michael Ramirez
Vote: Nomination Slate

Financial Report
2022 Budget Sacred Place.pdf
PDF Document

Vote: 2022 Budget
The motion to approve the budget comes from the Council and does not require a second.

Bylaws Amendments
Sacred Place Proposed Bylaws February 2022.pdf
PDF Document

Vote: Bylaws Amendments
The motion to adopt the bylaws amendments comes from the Council and does not require a second.
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Adjournment

↑ Sacred Place 2022 Annual Meeting

Determination of Quorum
Bylaws §4.4 Quorum for Annual and Special Meetings
A quorum is required to convene an Annual or Special Meeting. A quorum shall consist of 20% of the
Membership.
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↑ Sacred Place 2022 Annual Meeting

Sacred Place 2022 Annual Report
2021, A Retrospective
A year ago, when I sat down to write this report, we were at the end of the first year of the
pandemic unsure of what we’d be able to do in 2021. Cautiously hopeful with vaccines rolling
out that we might be able to gather in person by Summer. We did get to have two picnics
over the summer before it got a bit too hot. By fall, we continued to finalize plans to gather
indoors at the Mission Center. That first Sunday back in November, more people were able to
make than I’d hoped or expected. It was so good to see everyone who I’d only seen through
monitor in my office. Sacred Place Together, our time of fellowship and reflection,
successfully made the transition from online-only to hybrid gatherings so that those who
needed to stay at home could do so. While our hybrid gatherings were only able to continue
for 6 weeks until we had a spike in COVID cases, we were reminded that, even if we can’t all
make it it to a Zoom gathering during the times we’re online-only, we are all still part of this
family.
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Though our times physically together might have been limited, the work to live out our values
of justice, inclusion, and family continued with your help and support. One of the things that
has been most exciting to me is how our Sacred Kids still gather each week on Zoom nearly
24 months into this pandemic. So many of my colleagues have shared that their kids
ministries didn't thrive online past the summer, yet ours has. Noah looks forward to "Story
Time with Friends”—as he calls it—each Sunday. Our kids love showing each other the new
things in their lives and talking about stories from Scripture. Patti has done a wonderful job
making crafts and gifts for the kids for each of the holidays and connecting with each family
to make share a bit of love.
This fall, we expanded Patti's role beyond our Sacred Kids ministry to include the part of our
community outreach focused on families. It is through her faithful work that we were able to
partner with the City of Rancho Cucamonga Family Resource Center to support 201 families
in need by adding $25 gift cards to the Thanksgiving Baskets. In December, we were able to
put together 20 complete baskets with complete Christmas Dinners, plus we met the need to
supply five hard-to-get items for 125 more baskets which had shortages.
In April, we became a Guiding Partner with our friends at Launchpad. As a Guiding Partner,
we are helping to fund and support new inclusive faith communities launching across the
country. In addition to our support of Launchpad, Aaron and Jen have continued to support
me through monthly coaching, strategic planning, and a listening session to help us find new
ways of increasing justice, intentionally creating inclusive spaces, and supporting families.
Their support has been invaluable to me in leading our staff as we continue to respond to the
changing world around us.
We have done good work this year, and will only do more in 2022.

Looking Ahead
We don’t know what this year will bring when it comes to COVID. We’re still waiting for our
youngest kids to be vaccinated before we’ll feel safe bringing our Sacred Kids back together
in person. As for Sacred Place Together and Sacred Place LIVE!, we’ve proven that we are
prepared to pivot between online-only and hybrid gatherings as we respond to the changing
health situation. We will continue to be cautious and follow the best recommendations to
keep everyone safe.
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Now that our partnership with the Rancho Cucamonga Family Resource Center is solidified,
we will continue to support their work of helping families in need. We have plans to fully fund
the Back to School Backpack Drive this fall so that they don’t have to stress about gathering
the right things for that project. Patti is working diligently to connect us with other
organizations doing the work which aligns with our mission and vision. One promising
organization is the Foothill Family Shelter in Upland which offers major support to displaced
families to help them move from shelter inhabitance forward to independent living. They
have endless opportunities for volunteers and have a wide variety of donation needs for
which we hope to help support. We are also learning more about the Jane Penny LINK
Program which provides a variety of services to homebound and isolated seniors in the
Rancho Cucamonga area to see how we might get involved.
In terms of inclusion, Bryan is working to gather information about the efforts to connect the
LGBTQ+ community in this area which has no official pride organization. From my own
experience, those who identify as LGBTQ+ don’t have the resources in this are like they do in
places like Pasadena or Los Angeles.
I am personally working to connect with our community leaders to see what injustices need
our attention. I am asking each of them what we, as a progressive faith community, can do to
lift up those who are on the margins due to systemic injustice.
You will hear more about each of these projects as they come to fruition. We know who we
are. We know who we are called to be. That outward and inward work will continue this year
whatever comes our way. Though some of the ideas may not yet be fully concrete, we are
listening to and following the Spirit of God where she is leading us.
I am thankful to be your pastor and am excited for where we will take Sacred Place in 2022.

Grace and peace to you!
Pastor Matthew
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